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Letter from the 

President 
 

This year marks the big 

“4-0” for me. Obviously, 

I’m not referring to my 

age. That milestone  

occurred a long time ago. 

Rather, I’m talking about 

becoming an ITE member 

40 years ago. It was then, 

as a student at the UW, 

that I discovered the 

world of traffic  

engineering. In between classes, Professor Roy 

Sawhill suggested that I become a student 

member of an organization called the Institute 

of Traffic Engineers. 
 

For members of the student chapter in those 

days, the annual Student Night at the local ITE 

section meeting was a highlight. At that time, 

the program consisted of UW Masters  

students who presented the results of their 

thesis or dissertation, and then steeled  

themselves for questions from the ITE  

professionals in attendance. We students all 

wanted to make a good impression. After all, 

we were just coming off of a steep Boeing  

recession two years earlier. Unemployment 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Next Meeting 
 

ITE WA Student Night 
 

Come join us for Student Night on Tuesday, May 14 at Ivar’s Salmon House 

on north Lake Union. This evening will provide a great opportunity for  

networking between students and professionals. We encourage you to  

attend and help us support students interested in transportation 

engineering. 
 

This year we have a project from the City of Seattle. The students have 

been asked to prepare a conceptual design for the Green Lake Way North 

Bicycle Facility Project in the Green Lake neighborhood of Seattle. Each 

conceptual design should consider and address all modes of operation 

(motor vehicles, transit, bicyclists, and pedestrians). It should also evaluate 

the operation of the roadway corridor and should consider traffic volumes, 

collision data, right of way, existing in-road structures, road geometry, 

parking utilization, transit headways, pedestrian and bicycle volumes, and 

roadway classification. 
 

The top three plans will be chosen based on a vote at the end of the  

evening. Students will be competing for cash prizes of $500, $300, and 

$200. A winning proposal will have creative solutions to improve pedestrian 

and bicyclist safety, and manage traffic flow. For a more detailed explanation 

of the project visit ITE WA’s website. Additionally, this year’s scholarships 

will be awarded at the end of the evening.  
 

WHEN Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - Poster board session 

 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. - Dinner and student presentations 

 7:45 - 8:00 p.m. - Presentation of scholarships and awards 
 

WHERE Ivar’s Salmon House, 206-632-0767  

 401 NE Northlake Way, Seattle, WA 98105 (view map) 
 

COST $40 for ITE members. Free for all students. 
 

MENU Ivar’s world famous clam chowder 

 Entrée choices include: 

   Alder grilled sockeye salmon 

   Chicken parmesan 

   Vegetable lasagna 

   Four cheese ravioli 

 Dessert: Assorted cookies and ganache brownies 
 

RSVP Please register with Carla Nasr at itewaregister@gmail.com as 

early as possible but no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 10. 

Those who register and do attend will still be billed for their 

meal. 
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had peaked at 13%, and it was to the point where a couple of realtors had arranged for a message to be posted on a 

billboard near SeaTac: “Will the last person leaving Seattle — Turn out the lights." Getting a full-time job was a hit or 

miss proposition. 

 

That Student Night exactly 40 years ago is still pretty clear in my mind. As a mere undergrad student, my duty that 

evening was to introduce the student presenters. I remember that one of the Masters candidates was a young guy 

named Bill Haro. Awards were given for the best presentations, similar to what we do now. 

 

It was customary in those days to have an ITE member volunteer to sponsor a student for the evening. That entailed 

paying for the student’s meal and sitting together at dinner. For the ITE member, it was a way to support the student 

chapter, personally host a student and making the student feel welcomed, and perhaps lend some mentoring for an 

evening. For the student, it was a great opportunity to meet an experienced professional in the traffic field.  

 

My host was a senior engineer who worked in the Bellevue office of a large national engineering firm. Conversation 

was light as we got to know each other a little. I was somewhat nervous but felt like I was holding my own. The 

problem was deciding when to ask him The Question. Time was starting to slip away and the presentations were 

about to begin. I knew the time was now or never. I finally got up my nerve. In as casual of a tone that I could  

muster, I asked, “So, do you have any job openings?” Without much hesitation, he replied, “Why don’t you get a job 

with a public agency, get a couple years of experience, and then give me a call.” 

 

As temporarily deflating as that might have felt, I did end up taking my first traffic engineering job at a local city. Of 

course, I really didn’t have a choice. Consultants then rarely hired students straight out of school. Eventually, after 

five years of working as an assistant city traffic engineer, I did go to work for a consulting firm which specialized in 

traffic engineering and transportation planning. 

 

Many of you who also experienced ITE Student Night while in school probably remember your own evening as well 

as I do mine. For young people striving to enter the profession, doing their best to make a favorable impression in 

that setting can be awkward, challenging, rewarding, but always memorable. When students survey the professionals 

in the room, many see a snapshot of what they hope to become one day. This experience, on this one night, can 

leave such a lasting impression. 

 

A couple of years after my Student Night experience, one of my best friends whom I had met at the UW was on the 

ITE Student Night program to present his own thesis topic. In the age before personal computers and LCD  

projectors, the best presentations used 35 mm photo slides and a Kodak slide projector. As my friend began his 

presentation, the bulb in the projector burned out. As stress quickly set in, and as my friend was frantically trying to 

think about how to salvage his presentation, Vic Bishop calmly went out to his car and retrieved a spare bulb. In my 

friend’s mind, Vic provided invaluable support and literally saved the evening for him. For him, to this day, it is an  

indelible memory captured in time, and he still feels indebted to Vic and appreciative for his help that night. 

 

Forty years later, the tradition of hosting students at the 

ITE-WA Student Night remains strong. Our Student  

Activities Committee, anchored by Richard Hutchinson 

and Aaron Knight from KPG, has arranged and coordinat-

ed this year’s student project. The project is a conceptual 

design to address and consider all modes of operation for 

the Green Lake Way North Bicycle Facility Project in Seat-

tle. Scholarship recipients will also be announced. We 

hope you will join us! 

 

 

Jim Ellison, President 

itewapresident@gmail.com or jim@jameswellison.com 

Letter from the President (Continued from page 1) 

 

mailto:itewapresident@gmail.com
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2013 ITE  WA Event Schedule 
 

 Tuesday, May 14 – Student Night. Please see page 1 for more information. 

 Monday, June 10 – Annual meeting. Please see page 5 for more information. 

 Tuesday, June 11 – ITE Golf Classic #25. Please see page 8 for more information. 
 No meetings in July and August 

2013 ITE Western District Meeting 
 

July 14-17 – in Phoenix, Arizona 

Held at the Arizona Biltmore on the Phoenix Mountain Preserve 

Please see http://westernite.org/aboutus/annual-meetings/arizona-2013/ for more information. 

ITE WA website: 

http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/ 

2013 ITE International 

Annual Meeting 

and Exhibit 
 

August 4-7 – in Boston, Massachusetts 

Sheraton Boston and Hynes Convention Center 

Please watch ITE International’s calendar of events 

for more information. 

http://westernite.org/aboutus/annual-meetings/arizona-2013/
http://www.ite.org/meetings/index.asp
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ITE Golf Classic #25 
Canterwood Golf & Country Club – Gig Harbor, WA 

Tuesday, June 11th, 2013, 1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start 

Terry Gibson and Mark Poch – Tournament Chairs 

 
Canterwood Golf & Country Club will be the site of our 25th ITE Golf Classic. The exceptional beauty and  

excellence of this private track will make for a fun and exciting challenge. Designed by Robert Muir Graves and 

regarded as one of the most challenging tracks in Washington, the playability of Canterwood has recently been 

improved by reworking the bunkers and removing or limbing hundreds of trees. This upscale course features 

exceptional playing conditions, especially the greens, which are some of the fastest in the state. With no two holes 

the same, Canterwood is an exceptional northwest golf course and will be a great venue for the 25th ITE Classic. 

 

Be sure to be a part of our famous day of golf, food, and fun! Our tournament will have a shotgun start at 1:00 pm 

and will feature the popular “scramble” format. Please check in no later than 12:15pm. There will be teams of 

four. Two players from each team must be ITE members. Please contact Mark Poch for exceptions (425-452-6137, 

mpoch@bellevuewa.gov). Single golfers or couples are definitely welcome as we usually have a couple teams with 

less than four players. 

 

The cost for the event is $90 per person or $360 for a team of four and will include use of the range, power 

cart, competition prizes, and BBQ after the round. Please fill out and mail in your registration form on page 9 and 

contact Mark Poch (425-452-6137, mpoch@bellevuewa.gov) to reserve your place in the tournament. All checks 

need to be received by Thursday, May 9th unless you make arrangements with Mark. For teams, the 

team captains should fill out the registration form. 
 

Please leave yourself plenty of time to get to the course. We have unlimited use of the practice facility prior to the 

shotgun start, so come early and warm up. The course address is 12606 54th Ave. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98332, 

253.666-8502. From Northbound SR-16, take the Burnham Dr. NW exit, at the roundabout turn onto Canterwood 

Dr. NW, continue straight onto 54th Ave. NW, turn right onto Canterwood Dr. NW, take the 1st left onto 53rd Ave. 

NW, continue onto Floxglove Dr. NW, and then the course will be on your right. See map. 

Canterwood Golf & Country Club, Site of the 25th ITE Classic. Photo courtesy of ClubCorp. 

mailto:mpoch@bellevuewa.gov
mailto:mpoch@bellevuewa.gov
http://www.clubcorp.com/Clubs/Canterwood-Golf-Country-Club/About-the-Club/Directions-Hours
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25th Annual ITE Golf Classic 
Terry Gibson/Mark Poch – Tournament Chairs 

 

Registration Form 
 

Canterwood Golf and Country Club – Gig Harbor, WA 
Tuesday June 11th, 2013 – 1:00pm Shotgun Start 

 

 

Team Name/Firm/Agency    _________________________________________________ 

 

Phone  ________________________    E-mail  ___________________________________ 

 

Names & e-mails of players in group: 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_______     Check enclosed for myself/others ($90 per person) 

 

_______     Check enclosed for entire 4 person team ($360) 

 

_______     Will mail check when purchase order is approved 

 

(Payment deadline is May 9th, make check to ITE - Washington Section) 

 

Teams – The Executive Board has requested that 2 or more team players must be ITE members and/or registered 

for the June Annual Meeting, call Mark Poch for exceptions – thanks! 

 

Cost - $90 per person, $360 per team. Includes range balls, golf, power cart, prizes, and BBQ after the round.  

 

Sponsors - We need you! Please contact Mark Poch at Bellevue (425-452-6137) about sponsoring this year’s 

Classic! 

 

Format – Popular “Scramble” format, each player hits/putts best ball from tee to green. 

 

Awards – ITE traveling trophy to team with low score. Special hole competitions (kp/long drive). Lots of great raffle 

prizes!! 

 

Defending Champions – King County DOT 

 

Please mail this registration form with your payment to: 

 

Mark Poch 

City of Bellevue – Transportation Dept. 

450 – 110th Avenue NE 

Bellevue, WA  98004 
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Safety Corner 
 

News from the Section Safety Committee 

 

By Gary Norris, Safety Committee Chair, DN Traffic 

Consultants 
 

The Safety Committee has outlined the speakers and sessions 

for the ITE WA Annual Meeting on June 10. The focus of our 

Track will be fostering a safety culture among ITE members. 

We will provide updates on the Target Zero program, review 

the HSM Training Course that several members will have  

completed, have a dialogue between the two major project 

funding agencies, and hear from local agencies that have been 

awarded safety projects. We look forward to seeing you all 

there. Please see page 5 for more information. 
 

The Safety Committee alternates each month between face to 

face meetings and those done by either conference call or  

webinar. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 7 via 

GoToMeeting. If you are interested in attending please contact 

Gary Norris. Also, if you want more information about the 

committee or are interested in joining, please contact one of 

the committee members: 

 Caroline Brabrook, cbrabrook@hwlochner.com 

 Brian Chandler, brian.e.chandler@saic.com 

 Matthew Enders, matthew.enders@wsdot.wa.gov 

 Janet Hall, jhall@ci.mlt.wa.us 

 Mike Hendrix, mhendrix@perteet.com 

 Steve Mullen, smullen@kentwa.gov 

 Robert Shull, rshull@transportmodeler.com 

 Gary Norris, gary@dntrafficconsultants.com 

mailto:cbrabrook@hwlochner.com
mailto:brian.e.chandler@saic.com
mailto:matthew.enders@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:jhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mailto:mhendrix@perteet.com
mailto:smullen@kentwa.gov
mailto:rshull@transportmodeler.com
mailto:gary@dntrafficconsultants.com
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 2013-2014 Officer Elections: Candidates for Secretary 
 

The ITE WA Officer Nominating Committee, led by Kevin Chang, Past President, announces the candidates for the 

2013-2014 election of Section Secretary. We are pleased to have two active and enthusiastic candidates for the  

position: Paul Cho, PE, PTOE and Jamal Mahmoud, P.E. Please review their statements below. ITE WA members will 

vote electronically in late May or early June and the results will be announced at the Annual Meeting on June 10. 

 

Paul Cho, P.E., PTOE 

Traffic Operations Engineer, City of Redmond, WA 

 

I am honored to run for the position of Secretary for the Washington State Chapter of 

Western ITE. It has been my pleasure to participate and share the knowledge and experience of 

our members acting as your Scribe since 2004. It is impossible to be experts at every aspect of 

Transportation.  Yet, by building relationships, we are able to access the expertise needed to 

meet the ever increasing challenges. My commitment to this effort of collaboration makes me an 

excellent candidate to enhance the relationships between public, private, regional and local 

transportation professionals. 

 

If elected as your secretary, I would continue the legacy of sound leadership that has been  

developed over the years as well as infuse my own vision and ideas. Specifically, I intend to focus 

on the following for our ITE Section: 

1. Continue to provide relevant and affordable presentations and training that focus on member’s needs and  

evolving trends. 

2. Strengthen the relationship between Public, Private, Regional and Local professionals. 

3. Increase interactions with our Student Chapter to help infuse new ideas and energies into our membership. 

4. Improve our relationship with other professional associations such as ITS Washington and Northwest IMSA. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Jamal Mahmoud, P.E. 

Senior Discretionary Engineer, King County, WA 
 

I am honored to have the opportunity to run for Secretary of the Washington State ITE  

Chapter for 2013-2014. I graduated from University of Wales, UK with a Bachelor degree 

in Civil Engineering and later obtained my Master degree in Transportation Engineering 

from Portland State University. I have over 20 years experience working as professional 

engineer with local governments and private sectors. In my last 10 years involvement with 

the ITE, I had the opportunity to serve as the Washington State Student Committee  

Co-Chair, and the ITE Annual Meeting Coordinator. 

 

I intend to bring to Washington ITE Section, as your secretary, the following: 

 

1. Increase member’s exposure to and knowledge of local, national, and international issues. 

2. Increase member’s involvement in transportation-related public policy discussions and action. 

3. Increase employer and employee awareness of the value of participation in ITE programs. 

4. Attract students to the transportation profession as an opportunity to make a positive contribution to our  

section. 

5. Increase ITE’s capacity to provide training and access to information. 

6. Increase meaningful and appropriate communications with related member groups. 

7. ITE members will enjoy a collegial and collaborative environment that advances technical knowledge, provides  

opportunities for workforce development and creates forums for global information exchange and networking.  

I kindly ask for your vote, my long time involvement with the ite makes me an excellent candidate for this position. 

Thank you. 
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Immediate 

Past President 
 

Kevin Chang, PhD, P.E. 

King County 

 
201 S Jackson St 

Mailstop KSC-TR-0222  

Seattle, WA 98104 

206-263-6131 

kevin.chang@kingcounty.gov 
 

 

President 

 
 

James W. Ellison, P.E. 

Consulting Traffic Engineer 

 
1600-B SW Dash Point Rd, #33 

Federal Way, WA 98023 

253-666-2377 

itewapresident@gmail.com or 

jim@jameswellison.com 

 

Secretary 

 
 

Carter Danne, P.E., PTOE 

Traffic Engineer (On-Call) 

 
P.O. Box 3206 

Kirkland, WA 98083 

206-909-7044 Cell 

itewasecretary@gmail.com 

or cdanne@gmail.com 

Newsletter Contact Information 

Please let us know if your contact information changes so that you continue to receive monthly ITE WA 

announcements and newsletters by e-mail. To update your information, click on the Membership tab on the  

ITE WA website: http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/index.htm . 

 

Vice President/Treasurer 

 
 

Dongho Chang, P.E., PTOE 

City Traffic Engineer 

 
City of Seattle 

700 Fifth Avenue 

P.O. Box 34996 

Seattle, WA 98124 

206-684-5106 

itewatreasurer@gmail.com 

Newsletter Comments and Article Submissions 

If you have comments on this newsletter or have an interesting topic or project to share, please contact Susan Bowe, 

Newsletter Editor at itewaeditor@gmail.com . 

 

Section Business 
 

 

Section Board for September 2012-August 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Advertisements 

 
Advertising for this newsletter is available in the following sizes: 

 

 Business card: $100 

 1/4 page (width = 3 1/4 inches, height = 5 inches): $250 

 1/2 page (width = 7 1/2 inches, height = 5 inches or width = 3 1/4 inches, height = 10 inches): $500 

 Full page (width = 7 1/2 inches, height = 10 inches): $1,000 

 

Ads run from January through December. To submit your ad, please e-mail it in jpg, png, or tif file format to:  

Carter Danne, ITE WA Secretary at cdanne@gmail.com . Also send a check for the ad size you desire to: Dongho 

Chang, ITE WA Vice President/Treasurer at Dongho Chang, City Traffic Engineer, City of Seattle, P.O. Box 34996, 

Seattle, WA 98124. 

mailto:Jim@jameswellison.com
mailto:itewapresident@gmail.com
http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/index.htm

