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Letter from the President 

Every summer, I have the good fortune of 

spending a long weekend with my college 

friends in Whistler, British Columbia.  

While this weekend 

has always been pro-

moted as a golf vaca-

tion, the frustration 

and tension exhibited 

on the course sug-

gests that there must 

be other reasons why 

so many of us look forward to this annual 

weekend across the border.  Indeed, it is 

the quality time that we are able to spend 

together in fellowship sharing the highs and 

lows from our personal lives and our 

workplaces that always overshadows the 

few highlights on the golf course.  The re-

curring familiarity and routine of the week-

end adds a unique dimension of comfort 

that is not always found when traveling 

away from home. 

 

As we kick off the start of our new year, I 

share many of the same feelings with you 

as a member of the Washington State Sec-

tion of ITE and our local transportation 

community.  Your continued involvement 

and participation, as a meeting attendee, 
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SAVE THE DATE 

The Washington State Section of ITE is very pleased to have Mr. Kevin 

Desmond, General Manager, King County Metro Transit, as our kick-off 

luncheon keynote speaker.  Please join us to learn more about Metro 

Transit’s current and future plans during these challenging economic 

times.   

 

King County Metro Transit is one of the largest transit systems in the 

country with annual ridership close to 120 million, and over 1,400 buses, 

1,000 vanpools, and about 400 paratransit vans.  Metro also operates 

Sound Transit’s Light Rail service.  Metro has pioneered an array of op-

erational, fleet, technology and market development initiatives over the 

years and has a long-standing commitment to progressive environmental 

policies and investments. 

 

Mr. Desmond started his career in New York City working on transpor-

tation issues in the Mayor’s office, as Assistant Commissioner of Admin-

istration at the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission; and as 

Chief of Operations Planning at New York City Transit.  He was also 

Vice President of Operations and Development at Pierce Transit in Ta-

coma, Washington.  Kevin holds a Masters degree in public administra-

tion from New York University, and is the chair of APTA’s new Sustain-

ability Committee. 

WHEN Tuesday, September 13, 2011 

 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM Lunch Meeting 

VENUE Salty’s on Alki 

1936 Harbor Avenue SW 

Seattle, WA 98116 

(206) 937-1600 

Free parking in the restaurant lot. 

COST $40 

MENU Lunch Buffet including salmon, steak, vegetable lasagna, seafood 

chowder, Caesar salad, fruits, vegetables, coffee & tea, and for 

dessert… Salty’s Signature white chocolate mousse individually 

plated and served. 

RSVP By 5 PM, Friday, September 9th, please e-mail Carla Nasr at: 

 itewaregister@gmail.com 

Please include company name, address, phone number & 

names of attendees; note that you will receive an invoice from 

ITE if you RSVP but are unable to attend. 

mailto:itewaregister@gmail.com?subject=ITE%20Meeting%20RSVP
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conference or luncheon speaker, past or present board member, or student member, shapes and molds this section 

into a stronger organization.  In a geographic region where transportation issues and projects dominate the landscape, 

physically and politically, your willingness to share information and to work with one another cannot be emphasized 

enough.  Please continue to take advantage of these opportunities and to grow as a transportation professional.  If you 

see an opportunity to contribute and are able to do so, please jump in with both feet without testing the water.  You 

will be glad you did. 

 

These opportunities exist despite the presence of an ominous cloud of uncertainty that is currently hovering above us.  

The current state of our economy has and will continue to affect the public and private sectors and impact how deci-

sions are made.  While the opportunities for expansive growth remain very limited, this can serve as a time to further 

develop your knowledge base and to learn about how agencies and companies are adapting to change.  This can also be 

a time to apply these lessons so that you emerge from the current downturn stronger and smarter than ever before. 

 

You are an important member of ITE, and this year’s luncheon and conference programs will be informative and a 

good use of your limited time.  We will be starting the year with a presentation on the state of regional transit and 

public transportation by Kevin Desmond, General Manager, King County Metro Transit.  Please make plans to attend!  

If you are new to this area or if you are looking for an opportunity to reacquaint yourself with ITE, please let this mes-

sage serve as an open invitation to join or re-join your local transportation family.  

 

On behalf of the section officers and committee chairs, welcome back.  It is our pleasure to serve you. 

 

Kevin Chang, President 

itewapresident@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

ITE Washington State Section 2011-

2012 Membership Directory Notice 

By Dongho Chang, State Section Secretary 

The Washington State Section of ITE will be pro-

ducing our 2011-2012 membership directory by 

next spring.  The membership directory will be 

posted electronically on our website as a valuable 

resource to our members.  The directory will be a 

reference for clients and peers and we want to 

have your most current contact information.  If 

you had a recent change in your contact and mem-

bership information, please visit our website at 

http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/

membership/membership.html and complete the 

update form.  Please email Dongho Chang at 

dchang@ci.everett.wa.us if you wish to be omitted 

from the directory.   

mailto:itewapresident@gmail.com
http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/membership/membership.html
http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/membership/membership.html
mailto:dchang@ci.everett.wa.us
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MUTCD Sign Compliance Notices 

2009 MUTCD Proposal to Eliminate Deadlines for Replacing Traffic Signs 

By Rick Mowlds, Washington State Sign Engineer 

On August 31, 2011, the Federal Register released FHWA Docket Number 2010-0159 requesting comments 
regarding target compliance dates for the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  The proposal will elimi-
nate burdensome regulations for cash strapped state and local transportation agencies across the coun-
try.  FHWA proposes to eliminate 46 of the 58 compliance dates for traffic control devices, to extend and/or 
revise four compliance, and the remaining compliance date would remain the same.   A mark up of the pro-
posed revisions to Table I-2 of the 2009 MUTCD can be viewed here: 
 
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/knowledge/09mutcdproposedrev/compliance_dates/mutcd09prorevtbli2mu.pdf   
 
The markup of Table I-2 has been repeated in this newsletter on pages 6 through 10. Comments must be 
sent to FHWA on or before October 31, 2011. The revised expected timeline for 2009 MUTCD Adoption by 
Washington State is tabulated below. 

(Continued on page 6) 

[Editor’s Note: The below notice was excerpted from the Institute of Transportation Engineers’ ITE e-newsletter 9.01.11 and sup-

plements the notice prepared above by Rick Mowlds. The federal register pages can be directly accessed by clicking the under-

scored text that follows: PDF version or HTML version.] 

U.S. Department of Transportation Proposes to Eliminate Deadlines for Replacing 

Traffic Signs 

Regulation: Federal Register Web site 

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr 

 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood today announced that the Obama Administration is eliminating dozens of 

burdensome regulations on traffic signs which cash-strapped state and local governments expect will save them mil-

lions of dollars. The U.S. Department of Transportation is proposing that communities replace traffic signs when they 

are worn out rather than requiring signs to be replaced by a specific deadline.  

 

Revised Expected Timeline for 2009 MUTCD Adoption by Washington State  

Step Activity Timeline 

1 A committee forms and meets to propose modifications to the 

MUTCD by revising WAC 468-95. Five meetings held. 
March 2010 through November 2010. Completed. 

2 WSDOT’s State Traffic Engineer reviews and approves the 

modifications. 
November 2010 through August 2011. Completed. 

3 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) reviews and approves 

the modifications. 
November 2010 through August 2011. Completed. 

4 A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is published in the Washing-

ton State Register. This invites public comment to modify WAC 

468-95. An Agency Hearing will be held to adopt the revised 

WAC as Washington State’s modifications to the 2009 MUTCD. 

September through October 2011. Expected. 

5 The 2009 MUTCD, as modified by WAC 468-95, is adopted by 

WSDOT’s Secretary of Transportation. The 2009 MUTCD and 

WAC 468-95 become effective in Washington State. 

November 2011. Expected. 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/knowledge/09mutcdproposedrev/compliance_dates/mutcd09prorevtbli2mu.pdf
http://frwebgate2.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/PDFgate.cgi?WAISdocID=xHRn4Y/2/2/0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://frwebgate2.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/TEXTgate.cgi?WAISdocID=xHRn4Y/2/1/0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=umc9fycab&et=1107010229735&s=2953&e=001_YS64S-PjCEV13JJsljEClD_QB9V-vZp-N5a8qZS1wMc-baSk88izda5RYBKjyYYP3oS3OOXONZEMbi9aQfscgDIGuCmL3eWbiGNSXJbk3N7XIu7djutBg==
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Place your ad in the following sizes: 

 Business card ad for $100 

 Full page ad for $1000 

 1/2 page ad for $500 

 1/4 page ad for $250 

 

Also send a check for the ad size you desire (ad will run from 

January 2012 through December 2012) to: 

Dongho Chang 

City of Everett 

3200 Cedar Street 

Everett, WA  98201 

Call 425.257.8871 for further questions. 

Advertising (Business Cards & Larger) 

To submit your ad, please send a jpg, png, or tif file of the desired ad to Dongho Chang at dchang@ci.everett.wa.us 

mailto:jim@jameswellison.com
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WA Section Board 

 

 

Past President 
 

Katherine Casseday, P.E. 
Casseday Consulting 

9726 NE 138th Place 

Kirkland, WA  98034-1808  

206.450.8758 

kcasseday@yahoo.com 

 

 

President 
 

Kevin Chang, P.E. 
King County 

201 S Jackson St 

Mailstop KSC-TR-0222  

Seattle, WA  98104 

206.263.6131 

206.296.0176 Fax 

itewapresident@gmail.com 

 

 

Secretary 
 

Dongho Chang, P.E. 
City Traffic Engineer 

City of Everett 

3200 Cedar Street 

Everett, WA  98201 

425.257.8871 

dchang@ci.everett.wa.us 

Newsletter Contact Info 

If you have any changes in your contact information, please let us know so you continue to receive monthly ITE  

e-mail announcements and newsletters. To update your information, click on the "Membership" link on the  

Washington State Section ITE website:  

 

http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/index.htm 

 

Vice President/

Treasurer 
 

James W. Ellison, P.E. 
Consulting Traffic Engineer 

1600-B SW Dash Point Rd, #33 

Federal Way, WA  98023 

253.666.2377 

itewatreasurer@gmail.com 

mailto:kcasseday@yahoo.com
http://www.westernite.org/Sections/washington/index.htm

