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past president's message

Dear ITE members,
WASHINGTON BOARD OF DIRECTION

President
Jeanne Acutanza, PE
Owner, Acutanza STS
Kirkland, Washington

Vice President/Programs
Darcy Akers, PE

With this newsletter, the ITE Washington Section is pleased to introduce the 2021
Executive Board! The incoming board is one of the most experienced yet with ITE
Washington activities and notable in their profession. Before being on the board:

Jeanne Acutanza, PE

Darcy Akers, PE

Owner, Acutanza STS
Kirkland, Washington

ITS Engineer, City of Bellevue
Bellevue, Washington

President

Vice President

Ryan Peterson, PE,
PTOE
Secretary-Treasurer

Associate Principal-The Transpo Group
Kirkland, WA

ITS Engineer, City of Bellevue

Bellevue, Washington

Secretary-Treasurer
Ryan Peterson, PE, PTOE

Associate Principal, The Transpo Group
Kirkland, Washington

Immediate Past President

Western District Section Representative

Claudia Hirschey, PE, RSP1

Owner, Transportation Consultant Services

Newcastle, Washington

Safety
Gary Norris, PE, PTOE

Owner, DN Traffic Consultants

Preston, Washington

Student Committee Co-Chairs
OPEN
ITE/IMSA Meeting Chair
Ryan Peterson, PE, PTOE
Senior Transportation Engineer
The Transpo Group

Scribe
Justin Chan, PE

Transportation Engineer
Transpo Group

ITE Hospitality Chair
Carla Nasr

President, Traffic Data Gathering
Lake Stevens, Washington

Membership
Jan Ciganik, PE

Senior Traffic Engineer,
KPG Interdisciplinary Design

Website
Sherief Elbassuoni, PhD, PE, PTOE
Senior Project Engineer,
HNTB - Bellevue, Washington

Technical Activities & Training

Brian Kellogg, PE, PTP
WSP - Seattle, Washingto

Jeanne Acutanza(left) initiated the Simulation Roundtable, and she has prepared
several excellent ITE technical programs of her own initiative, a tremendously valuable
contribution.
Darcy Akers(middle) contributed three years as Scribe and five years as co-chair of the
golf tournament, two years as student activities co-chair, and named the outstanding
young professional in 2018.
Ryan Peterson(right) has participated with the ITE/IMSA conference planning and
chaired the conference for the past two years, and served on the board of the Idaho ITE
chapter for four years.
Each of our incoming board members has been a featured speaker and moderator of ITE
programs. We are so grateful for their past contributions and looking forward to their
upcoming leadership.With this newsletter, we will have completed the January Safety
Conference & Training. The conference, as always, was a great success. The committee
put in hours of planning and the planning in and of itself is a tremendous learning
experience. Please see the summary in this newsletter. The ITE/IMSA conference is on
February 8th and 9th and in a format that allows for flexibility of work-from-home and a
zoom conference format. At every opportunity, I make a call for participation in ITE
Washington! The student activities chair position is vacant and the STEM activities chair.
ITE headquarters has good support material and the program can be defined by the
committee. We would also like a co-chair for the Technical Activities and SIMCAP Users
Group from the public sector. All other committee chair positions will be identified in the
summer of 2021 before the 2021-2022 ITE Washington program year. Please contact any
one of us on the ITE Executive Board with your interest in these opportunities.

Claudia Hirschey
Immediate Past President

www.wa-ite.org
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president's message

Greetings ITE members, welcome to 2021!
On behalf of the board, welcome to 2021! As we continue to adjust to the way we operate during a global pandemic,
we are taking advantage of new tools including access to Western ITEs Zoom license to conduct our conferences and
gatherings. With the promise of vaccines, we hope we can all be together soon. In the meantime, we are enjoying the
opportunity to have guests from all over the globe join us virtually. I am excited to work with our new board along with
the Safety Committee and the ITE IMSA committee to deliver two excellent conferences. The online all-day ITE Traffic
Safety Conference we just completed last week and the ITE/IMSA conference we will hold over two days (February
8 and 9). You can sign up for the ITE/IMSA conference now. As you think of your personal goals for the year, might
I suggest volunteering in our chapter. Here are some excellent opportunities for volunteers:
Technology and Training/SimCap Co-Chair: We are looking for someone from the public sector with an interest
in helping develop technical training programs with co-chair Brian Kellogg WSP.
Student Activities Chair: This is a great opportunity to connect with our student chapters and develop programs to
mentor and support the next generation of Transportation Engineers.
K-12 STEM Outreach Chair: This activity can be what we make of it. There is curriculum available from ITE
International. The Safety Committee would like to do presentations to high school health classes – sending
important messages on driver safety with the added benefit of introducing high school students to a career in
transportation. Check out some examples here.
While events and opportunities to connect are still being developed, specifically our Washington State Annual Meeting
and Student Nights, we are all looking forward to the International ITE Conference planned for Portland, OR from July
18 – 21, 2021. Hope to see you there!

Jeanne Acutanza
President 2021

vice president's message
Hello Everyone and Happy New Year! I think we are all hopeful for what this new year will bring.
Although we cannot meet in person, the virtual environment has presented new opportunities. We can reach a wider
geography of members and invite speakers from other parts of the country. So far, we have had speakers from Hawaii,
Virginia, Connecticut and more. We even almost had a virtual tour of a traffic management center in the United
Kingdom, until further outbreaks led to more shutdowns there (we hope to reschedule that at some point!).
In February, we have our Annual ITE-IMSA conference that is now virtual but, as always, free to attend. We’ve kept
the technical training presentations from vendors, which are a special highlight of this conference. They provide short
trainings or updates on the latest technology and solutions in the industry on topics such as illumination, ITS, data
collection, safety and more. Don’t miss it!
Just as we’ve had to adapt to new modes of mobility or technology in our industry, we will keep adapting how we share
knowledge and continue to learn. This year we will continue to innovate and find ways for members to engage and
network, as well as provide the latest technical content and training.
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as Vice President for the Washington Chapter for 2021. Stay safe and stay
healthy!

Darcy Akers
Vice President 2021
www.wa-ite.org
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ite washington support advertisers

Advertise. Support your ITE Washington Section
of Transportation Professionals

www.wa-ite.org
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safety corner
On January 12th the ITE Safety Committee sponsored the
annual Traffic Safety Conference and Training Session. The
theme of the conference was “Back to the Future”! The desire
was to connect our traditional traffic engineering culture to the
emerging culture. Due to Covid we were forced to present a
virtual conference which was a new challenge. Due to the
commitment of the Section Officers and the diligence of the
Committee, the conference was a rousing success. The
presentations included an update from last year’s presenters:
Gary Norris, P.E., P.T.O.E
Safety Chair
Claudia Hirschey, Franz Lowenherz, and Chris Comeau on
DN Traffic Consultants
the current status of their projects; a presentation from Shelley
Project Manager/Senior Traffic
Engineer
Baldwin on current WTSC activities; a keynote address from
Bellevue, Washington
Juliet Little, National Association of Women Highway Safety
Leaders; and Sessions on Speed Limit Setting for Safety led
by Darcy Akers with presentations by Brian Chandler, Kendra Dedinsky and Nikki Davis;
and a session on Pedestrian Safety led by Gary Norris with presentations by Dongho
Chang, Ejaz Kan and Caroline Brabrook. Robert Shull closed out the meeting with an
overview of the conference. The committee was excited about the level of participation
(over 100 participants!), and the enthusiasm shared by the participants. Check out the
scribe report of the event on page 9!

EDITORIAL STAFF
ITE Newsletter Editor
Elena Bertolucci
Spec Sales
Sea-Tac Lighting & Controls
Seattle, Washington

Newsletter Contact Information
Please let us know if your contact
information changes so that you
continue to receive monthly ITE WA
announcements and newsletters by
email. To update your information, click
on the Membership tab on the our
website: www.wa-ite.org

Send comments and submissions to
itewaeditor@gmail.com
Articles must be received by the third

The Safety Committee will take what we learned and apply it to future efforts to support the Thursday of the month to be considered
for publishing in the next issue.
reduction of fatal and serious injury crashes in the state of Washington. If you have a
passion for traffic safety, please join our committee. We are looking for passionate and
Annual Advertising Rates
creative individuals to join our group.
business card ad

$75

Many thanks to our committee for the commitment and effort! Includes Claudia Hirschey, quarter page ad
Jeanne Acutanza, Caroline Brabrook, Brian Chandler, Courtney Fuhrman, Ejaz half page ad
full page ad
Khan, Gary Norris and Brett Schock.
Thanks
Newsletter Advertising
Gary

community spotlight, in memoriam

Remembering ITE Member
Kevin Jones
Transpo Group is deeply saddened by the loss
of our friend and colleague, Kevin Jones, who
passed away in November after a sudden
illness. Kevin has been a part of the Transpo
family since 1997 and was known for his deep
commitment to his clients, his excellent work
ethic, and attention to detail. He was curious by
nature, and always engaged in breakroom
conversations by asking questions about
people’s lives, interests, hobbies, and work
projects. As one of our employees stated,
“Kevin was great about getting you to be the
best version of yourself.” We will miss him
dearly. In honor of Kevin, his family has set up a Young Life Camp Scholarship Fund.
Donations can be made HERE:
www.wa-ite.org

$100
$250
$500

Ads run from September through May.
The cost of ads submitted during the
year will be prorated after December
31st.
Online Payments:
itewa_newsletter_ads.eventbrite.com
Send AD graphics in jpg, pdf or tif file
format
email: itewaeditor@gmail.com

WEBSITE
www.wa-ite.org
TWITTER!
@ITE_Washington
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The finest in intelligent
warning devices for
Washington roadways
Available under DES contract #04616
Traffic Safety Supply Company
800.547.8518 | sales@tssco.com | tssco.com

www.wa-ite.org
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event calendar
2021 ITE Washington Winter/Spring Section Events
Date

Subject

Location

FEB 8/9

ITE/IMSA Conference

Virtual

FEB

Eastern Industry Student Night

TBD

MAR

Traffic Trivia Night

TBD

APR
MAY
JUNE

TBD
Student Night
ITE Washington Annual Meeting

TBD
TBD
TBD

JULY 18-21

Joint ITE International, Mountain, and Western District Annual Meeting

Portland, OR

#ITE2021
Schedule at a glance, HERE

Join SimCap
ITE Washington is re-launching SimCap – the Simulation and Capacity Analysis User Group. The SimCap User Group is
organized for all persons with any level of interest or experience in traffic simulation, capacity analysis, and related
practice areas.
Interested in joining the user group? Contact our Technical Activities & Training chair Brian Kellogg, WSP directly or
using itewashington@gmail.com

Join Us Virtually!
ITE/IMSA Conference
Here is a sneak peek of some the topics on the agenda:
Monday Febrary 8th Tuesday February 9th
Video Analytics & Curbside Response in Bellevue
Evolution of Parking Demand Management in a
Post-COVID World
Where We’re Heading with ITS in Washington
State: Trends in Electromobility, Washington Road
User Charging Pilot, and SDOT ITS Master Plan

Adapting to New Needs in Transportation
Bringing Equity and Environmental Justice into Each
Study: Successful Case Studies and Ideas for Future
Progress
Rural Freight & ITS
Federal Guidance in Cyber Security

www.wa-ite.org
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Luminaires, Smart Systems, Controls & Poles
Roadway, Sports, Industrial & Area Lighting Specialist

Leotek Introduces ComfortView™
Now Neighborhoods can be beautifully lit with increased visual
comfort while maintaining safety and energy efficiency.

Purpose-built light engine with optics that provide:
Reduced pixelation
Uniform source luminance
Low contrast transition zone
Three standard color temperatures: 2700K, 3000K, 4000K
Field-adjustable lumen output with integrated output selector

Smart Cell Communication
Poles Standards

SeaTac Lighting & Controls, LLC
15455 53RD AVE S | Tukwila, WA 98188

O: 206.575.6865| www.seataclighting.com

www.wa-ite.org
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scribe's message

2021 Safety Conference
January 12th, 2021

From Tukwila to Renton to Zoom, the
ITE WA Annual Traffic Safety
Conference has certainly had its share
of venues over the past few years. This
Justin Chan, PE
year’s conference theme was Back to
ITE Scribe
the Future, which focused on how
Transportation Engineer
Transpo Group
traditional traffic engineering tools are
Kirkland, Washington
being evaluated and updated to
address current issues. The move to a
virtual meeting platform didn’t hamper the panels,
discussions, nor the turnout. Great Scott! – we had over
100 participants throughout the half day event tune in to
our speakers, which included Claudia Hirschey
(Transportation Consulting Services and ITE WA
Immediate Past President), Franz Lowenherz (City of
Bellevue), Chris Comeau (City of Bellingham), Shelly
Baldwin (Washington Traffic Safety Commission), Juliet
Little (National Association of Women Highway Safety
Leaders), Brian Chandler (DKS Associates), Kendra
Dedinsky (City of Shoreline), Nikki Davis (Island County),
Gary Norris (DN Consultants), Ejaz Khan (Clark County),
Caroline Brabrook (Michael Baker Associates), and
Robert Shull (Eco Resource Management Systems).
To start things off, Claudia Hirschey, Franz Lowenherz,
and Chris Comeau provided updates to their previous ITE
presentations. With Claudia’s efforts to incorporate
roadway safety into the SEPA process, there are pending
changes to the SEPA checklist to incorporate traffic
hazards. For Franz’s work with video safety analytics, there
is an upcoming ITE Vision Zero Design Sandbox
Competition, which will focus on the use of automated
conflict data to select low-cost countermeasures, with
applications due on April 15th. Lastly, Chris has been
working with ITE to provide updates to the Recommended
Practice for Transportation Impact Analyses, which is
expected to be approved this year.
Next, we had our keynote speakers, Shelly Baldwin and
Juliet Little. Shelly provided an update from the
Washington Traffic Safety Commission. While
Washington state data during the COVID-19 pandemic
likely won’t be available for some time, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration data has come out, which
noted that while there have been a decrease in traffic
volumes, there has not been a proportional decrease in
fatalities. Furthermore, with fewer vehicles on the road, we

Keynote Speaker Juliet Little - President, National Association of Women Highway
Safety Leaders & Connecticut DOT

are now seeing an increase in dangerous speeders. To
combat this, the WTSC is in the process of a public
information campaign. Through their research, they have
discovered that campaigns that emphasize positive culture
and emotional responses are more impactful than
traditional fear-based messaging. Case in point, Juliet
Little shared a safety promotional video piece that feature
WWE wrestlerBobby Lashley.
For our morning session, the topic was Speed Limit Setting
for Safety. To start off, Brian Chandler provided an
overview of traditional speed limit setting based on the 85th
percentile speed, and a sneak peak into the upcoming
National Cooperative Highway Research Program 17-76
publication, Guidance for the Setting of Speed Limits,
which seeks to define speed limits based on functional
classification and more importantly, roadway context.
Kendra Dedinsky and Nikki Davis then shared their
experiences with the NCHRP 17-76 guidance and tool for
various roadways throughout their jurisdictions. The City of
Shoreline has used this tool to evaluate six corridors, five
of which are recommended for a speed reduction from 35
MPH to 30 MPH. For Island County however, the NCHRP
17-76-defined roadway context groups did not fit neatly into
the County’s mostly rural two-lane roadways. As such, the
County first needed to modify these context groups to
better suit their needs.
For our afternoon session, the topic was Pedestrian
Safety. To kick the session off, Gary Norris presented the
current problem statement, which includes the necessary
training, due diligence, guiding principles, and awareness
of new research needed by our transportation
professionals to reach our goal of zero deaths and serious

continued pg 12
www.wa-ite.org
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William Popp Associates
Transportation Planners & Engineers

35 YEARS OF PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS
TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS
Multimodal Transportation Planning
Traffic Impact Studies • Traffic Engineering
Parking Studies • Roadway Design
Signals & Street Lighting
425-401-1030
info@wmpoppassoc.com

www.wa-ite.org

14400 Bel-Red Rd., Suite 206
Bellevue, WA 98007
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scribe's message
injuries. With the COVID-19 pandemic and the
increased pedestrian demand on outdoor space,
Dongho Chang presented on the City of Seattle’s Stay
Healthy Streets program, which involved the closure of
26 miles of roadway to non-local vehicular traffic to
provide additional space for active transportation users,
signage, and the installation of temporary sidewalk
extensions with traffic barrels. These changes have
been well received by neighborhood residents, and as
a result, many Stay Healthy Streets will become
permanent. Similarly, Ejaz Khan has noticed an
increased pedestrian demand in Clark County, and as
such, there has been a desire to prioritize new
Traffic safety committee chair Gary Norris, DN Traffic Consultants, moderates a panel
pedestrian crossing locations. To do so, the County has on pedestrian safety
a decision process for its pedestrian crossing treatment
policy, which recommends different treatment options depending on factors such as nearby schools, traffic control
type, roadway type, number of lanes, volumes, speeds, and more. Lastly, we heard from Caroline
Brabrook on how Michael Baker Associates addresses roadway lighting at mid-block crosswalks. There currently are
no widely accepted standards for mid-block crossing lighting, so industry recommendations and guidance, such as
the FHWA Informational Report on Lighting Design for Midblock Crosswalks, or the Illuminating Engineering Society
are used. This includes the FHWA’s recommendation of 2 footcandles measured at 5 feet from the road surface, and
the IES’ recommendation of positive contrast being provided by luminaires placed in advance of the crosswalk.
To conclude the meeting, Robert Shull provided some final thoughts on this year’s conference. He categorized each
of the presentations into three consistent themes – continuous focus and attention, data and science, and looking
outside the box.

yesteryears

West Seattle's
Junction
Ever wondered how the popular
West Seattle neighborhood got
its name? If you know how big of
a role streetcars played in West
Seattle history it is quite simple!
Two streetcar lines intersected
at what we know as the junction,
and well the name just stuck!
If you want to learn more about
the history of streetcars in West
Seattle you are in luck. Seattle
Historic has a free virtual event
this weekend featuring Mike
Bergman. Check out details
HERE
(Heart of The Junction, 1926. Photo courtesy SWSHS)

www.wa-ite.org
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You not only need data fast,

YOU NEED IT TO BE RIGHT.
A trusted industry leader in developing an array
of tailored data collection solutions.

Contact us at:
303.216.2439
alltrafficdata.net

www.wa-ite.org
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podcast
ITE Talks Transportation is a collaboration between ITE and Bernie Wagenblast, founder and editor of the
Transportation Communication Newsletter and host of Transportation Radio. Each month, a new podcast features a
thought leader within the transportation industry. In keeping with #transportationtuesday, a new episode will be
available the 4th Tuesday of every month.
Complete Streets in a Pandemic and Beyond with Jennifer Toole
Professional Development in a Virtual World with Shelley Row
Promoting Quality of Life Through Rural and Tribal Transit – National RTAP
Program

careers
Professional Transportation Careers
Job Postings
Washington State Local Technical Assistance
Program (LTAP)

Associate Traffic Engineer- City of Sammamish
Senior ITS Engineer/System EngineerADVANTAC Seattle

Training for Local Agencies
The Washington State Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) is a
partnership between WSDOT's Local Program Division and FHWA, providing
training opportunities and a coordinated technology transfer program for
local agencies in Washington State. LTAP offers courses directly targeting the
training needs of local agencies receiving Federal funding. All in person
sessions are cancelled due to COVID19, but there are plenty of online
opprotunities to take advantage of.
Types of Training for Local Agencies:
LTAP Classes/Webinars

Visit www.wa-ite.org for current job postings.
Submit new postings to:
Sherief Elbassuoni, PhD, PE, PTOE

Training by Our Partners
This is a listing of other programs and training offerings through WSDOT and
LTAP Partners.
Online Training
Links to many online training courses, including construction and material
testing.
Free Access to AASHTO-TC3 Training (American Assoc. of State Hwy &
Transportation Officials - Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council)
GIS Training Opportunities -New Mexico LTAP
National Highway Institute (NHI): Web-Based Training - Free
For more information:
Contact the LTAP Training Center : 360-705-7355 :
LTAPtraining@wsdot.wa.gov

www.wa-ite.org

-END-

Web Master
Senior Project Engineer
HNTB - Bellevue, Washington

selbassuoni@hntb.com or
itewashington@gmail.com
Postings should include company, position, brief description of
responsibilities, requirements, contact information and posting
timeframe.

13

