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president's message

Dear ITE members,
WASHINGTON BOARD OF DIRECTION

Our Immediate Past President, Claudia Hirschey, will be submitting our Section Activities
Annual Report to Western ITE in early March. The report highlights our resilience as a
thriving chapter in the midst of this global pandemic. Claudia has served this organization
above and beyond the call of duty, extending her service as president by another six
months to align with One ITE.
Thanks to months of preparation and a committed organizing committee, the February
8 and 9 two-day ITE IMSA conference was delivered near flawlessly. Sponsorship fees
from the event will support our outreach to the next generation of transportation
professionals. Along with the ITE Traffic Safety Conference, we are perfecting our virtual
conferencing skills. Both conferences were offered free to members and both included
time for socializing and networking.

President
Jeanne Acutanza, PE
Owner, Acutanza STS
Kirkland, Washington

Vice President/Programs
Darcy Akers, PE
ITS Engineer, City of Bellevue

We are thrilled to fill two positions on our Board:
Marissa Milam, Fehr and Peers, is taking on the Student Committee Co-Chair
position. New to the area, Marissa brings ideas and ITE experience from her time
as president of the UC Berkeley ITE Student chapter. This position could also
benefit
from a co-chair as we plan for our annual May Student Night in May.

Bellevue, Washington

Secretary-Treasurer
Ryan Peterson, PE, PTOE

Associate Principal, The Transpo Group
Kirkland, Washington

Immediate Past President

Western District Section Representative

Claudia Hirschey, PE, RSP1

Courtney Furman, Clark County, has been a member of our Traffic Safety
committee and is offering to step into the K-12 STEM outreach Committee Chair
position. This position would build on resources provided by ITE International. A
natural starting point for us is to partner with schools around safety topics while
representing the transportation field to students.

Owner, Transportation Consultant Services

Newcastle, Washington

Safety

Gary Norris, PE, PTOE

Owner, DN Traffic Consultants

Preston, Washington

Student Committee Chair
Marissa Milam

Transportation Engineer/Planner, Fehr & Peers

Seattle, Washington

STEM Outreach Chair
Courtney Furman, PE

Traffic Engineer, Clark County PW

Clark County, Washington

ITE/IMSA Meeting Chair
Ryan Peterson, PE, PTOE

Associate Principal, The Transpo Group
Kirkland, Washington

The last position we would like to fill is the SimCap Technical Training co-chair. It would
be great to find someone from the public sector to partner with Brian Kellogg, WSP.
The ITE Western District Election has two exceptional candidates for secretary-treasurer.
Make an informed choice and learn about them by connecting with them through Linkedin:
Justin Link and Doug Smith.
Diversity and inclusion are very important to your ITE Washington Board. We are thrilled
that our Panel Moderator, Justin Clark, from our October Equity in Transportation program
was honored at WTS’s annual gala with the Rosa Parks Diversity Award. We are also so
proud of our own Vice President, Darcy Akers, for serving on the public agency panel of
the ITE Diversity and Inclusion lunch series.

Scribe
Justin Chan, PE

This spring, we will be hosting another Traffic Trivia Night, May Student Night, and our
annual meeting in June. We are all keeping our fingers crossed for an in-person
International ITE Meeting in Portland in July.

ITE Hospitality Chair
Carla Nasr

After reading this, if you have some ideas or feedback for the Board or want to volunteer,
contact us at ITEWashington@gmail.com.

Transportation Engineer
Transpo Group

President, Traffic Data Gathering
Lake Stevens, Washington

Membership
Jan Ciganik, PE

Senior Traffic Engineer,
KPG Interdisciplinary Design

Jeanne Acutanza
President 2021

Website
Sherief Elbassuoni, PhD, PE, PTOE
Senior Project Engineer,
HNTB - Bellevue, Washington

Technical Activities & Training

Brian Kellogg, PE, PTP
WSP - Seattle, Washingto

www.wa-ite.org
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Poetry Corner
Pi Day Accord
Transport often runs aground
A daily transport grind confounds
Daily driving drudgery
Turns me all curmudge-ery
And now a CIRCLE!, you might
ask!
More chaos to my daily task?
NO! STOP! …but then again,
‘Round in circles you might feel

vice president's message
As we shake off last month’s storm and welcome in the warmer
weather, I’m excited for the upcoming spring events.
The next meeting is our annual Trivia Night. For those who
haven’t been able to join in the past, we hope you can make it this
year since it will be hosted virtually. This meeting is a fun and
friendly competition of transportation related trivia and is free to
Darcy Akers, PE attend. Keep an eye out for registration link coming soon.
Vice President
This summer, we are lucky to have the combined International
ITS Engineer, City of Bellevue
Bellevue, Washington
and District Conference in Portland, so close to us. I think we are
all keeping our fingers crossed that we will be able to meet in person.
This year’s annual conference theme is Navigating a New Future. It’s a very
relevant topic. Prior to the pandemic, I think we had a vision or at least a guess of
what the future will hold. Now within a year, many things have shifted and there
are new unknowns that weren’t even a consideration before. It’s one of the
reasons I see so much value in frequently attending conferences and meetings –
the future is an ever-changing path and there are always new things to learn.

A constant tugging of the wheel

Finally, I want to recognize that last month was Black History Month and this
month
is Women’s History Month. Now is a good time to reflect on diversity in our
Keeps your senses wide awake
field of engineering and transportation. I encourage everyone to take time to think
Off the road, eyes you won’t take about how you can help create a welcoming and inclusive environment in your own
It sorts you as you flow on through workspace and organizations.
Keeps you alert and cautious too.
Oh, beloved roundabout!

Darcy Akers

Vice President 2021

A pie when served to make a
whole

safety corner

Hope everyone is keeping safe and well as we work our way through zoom
meetings and other elements of the Lockdown! The Safety Committee took a brief
The shape that too, defines a hole respite to recharge our batteries after the intense effort focused on the Safety
Conference and Training. Good vibes all around. Conference certificates for
You “roundly” keep us well in
professional development have been signed and will be sent to those who made
order
a request. Thanks to Brett Shock, Brian Chandler, and Jeanne Acutanza for their
Safely, slowly thru each quarter
efforts to put this together.
To Greek friend Pi a big shoutout We want to congratulate Shelly Baldwin who was recently appointed Director of
the Washington State Traffic Safety Commission. We have enjoyed working with
Defining “round” for roundabouts
Shelly over the years and she has been a great assist in developing our programs.
Jeanne Acutanza – March 2021
We look forward to a strong relationship with the WTSC
under Shelly’s leadership.
We anticipate a Safety Committee meeting in March
and will be reaching out to existing Committee
members for a meeting time. Some topics we will be
discussing are safety impacts of “protective/
permissive left turn”, pedestrian crosswalk safety, and
overall improvement of the safety culture. If you are
interested in any of these issues or have other safety
related issues which warrant our consideration, please
Gary Norris, P.E., P.T.O.E
Have a knack for writing poems? come and join us.
Safety Chair
Submit your traffic related piece to You may contact Brian Chandler, Robert Shull, or Gary
DN Traffic Consultants
Project Manager/Senior Traffic
Norris for information.
itewaeditor@gmail.com
Engineer

Gary Norris

www.wa-ite.org

Bellevue, Washington
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ite washington support advertisers

Advertise. Support your ITE Washington
Section of Transportation Professionals
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student spotlight
We are happy to introduce the officers from Gonzaga’s ITE Chapter:

President

Emily Feeney
I am passionate about all
different aspects of
transportation engineering. I
have always been interested
in learning about new
innovative and green
solutions for today’s
transportation system and
how updating the system
can positively impact social
progress.

Vice President
Drew Barlow

EDITORIAL STAFF
ITE Newsletter Editor
Elena Bertolucci
Spec Sales
Sea-Tac Lighting & Controls
Seattle, Washington

Newsletter Contact Information
Please let us know if your contact
information changes so that you
continue to receive monthly ITE WA
announcements and newsletters by
email. To update your information, click
on the Membership tab on the our
website: www.wa-ite.org

Send comments and submissions to
itewaeditor@gmail.com

I am the Vice President for the
Gonzaga chapter of ITE. I am a 2nd
year Civil Engineering student with
a minor in Mathematics. My
biggest interest is designing
infrastructure that promotes the
safety and health of the public. I
am very excited for the opportunity
to be an ITE Officer at Gonzaga.

Articles must be received by the third
Thursday of the month to be considered
for publishing in the next issue.

Annual Advertising Rates

Secretary
Joe O’Hagan
I am a Sophomore Civil Engineering
student focusing on the
Transportation and Structural
disciplines. I am interested in urban
roadway design, traffic safety, and
innovative modes of transportation.
Additionally, I am curious how well
transportation services are made
available to underserved communities
compared to wealthier neighborhoods
and the potential benefits
opportunities a reliable transportation
system could create for these
underserved communities.

business card ad

$75

quarter page ad

$100

half page ad

$250

full page ad

$500

Newsletter Advertising
Ads run from September through May.
The cost of ads submitted during the
year will be prorated after December
31st.
Online Payments:
itewa_newsletter_ads.eventbrite.com
Send AD graphics in jpg, pdf or tif file
format
email: itewaeditor@gmail.com

WEBSITE
www.wa-ite.org
TWITTER!
@ITE_Washington

www.wa-ite.org
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The finest in intelligent
warning devices for
Washington roadways
Available under DES contract #04616
Traffic Safety Supply Company
800.547.8518 | sales@tssco.com | tssco.com

www.wa-ite.org
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event calendar
2021 ITE Washington Winter/Spring Section Events
Date

Subject

Location

MAR 30

Traffic Trivia Night

TBD

APR
MAY
JUNE

TBD
Student Night
ITE Washington Annual Meeting

TBD
TBD
TBD

JULY 18-21

Joint ITE International, Mountain, and Western District Annual Meeting

Portland, OR

#ITE2021
Schedule at a glance, HERE

Join SimCap
ITE Washington is re-launching SimCap – the Simulation and Capacity Analysis User Group. The SimCap User Group is
organized for all persons with any level of interest or experience in traffic simulation, capacity analysis, and related
practice areas.
Interested in joining the user group? Contact our Technical Activities & Training chair Brian Kellogg, WSP directly or
using itewashington@gmail.com

ITE Sandbox
Submissions Due April 15th
This year’s ITE Sandbox Competition focuses on Vision Zero and looking beyond the traditional
ways of assessing crash data based on historic information. The competition leverages video
analytics to generate near-miss data. The goal is to be innovative and utilize this new data source
to gain new insights into safety problems and the selection of low-cost countermeasures.
Interested? The competition is open to both student and professional teams. You can find more
information online HERE. Submissions are due April 15th.

www.wa-ite.org
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Luminaires, Smart Systems, Controls & Poles
Roadway, Sports, Industrial & Area Lighting Specialist

Leotek Introduces ComfortView™
Now Neighborhoods can be beautifully lit with increased visual
comfort while maintaining safety and energy efficiency.

Purpose-built light engine with optics that provide:
Reduced pixelation
Uniform source luminance
Low contrast transition zone
Three standard color temperatures: 2700K, 3000K, 4000K
Field-adjustable lumen output with integrated output selector

Smart Cell Communication
Poles Standards

SeaTac Lighting & Controls, LLC
15455 53RD AVE S | Tukwila, WA 98188

O: 206.575.6865| www.seataclighting.com

www.wa-ite.org
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scribe's message

ITE/IMSA Joint Conference
February 8th and 9th, 2021

Typically one of our most well-attended
events, this year’s ITE/IMSA Joint
Conference did not disappoint, with
over 200 attendees logging onto our
Justin Chan, PE
virtual Zoom meeting! As I’m sure we’re
ITE Scribe
all too familiar with how real Zoom
Transportation Engineer
Transpo Group
fatigue can be, this year’s conference
Kirkland, Washington
was spread out over the course of two
days. While we all would have loved to
be able to physically attend the conference and be able to
see the vendor exhibits up close and personal, our
exhibitors were able to make the most of the virtual
platform. In total, we had 24 vendor breakout rooms,
spread out across four dedicated vendor sessions over
the two-day conference. There was certainly no shortage
of topics. Everything from the latest in roadway
illumination, to interoperable systems, data analytics,
adaptive signal control, and detection systems were
covered by our vendor community. It was also interesting
to see how vendors approached these remote sessions –
there were formal presentations, informal Q&A’s, and
even virtual tours of their facilities!
To start off each day, we began with a one-hour long
networking session to allow attendees to catch up with one
another virtually. Following this, we had two speaker
sessions each day, taking place in alternating time slots
with the vendor sessions to allow attendees to participate
in both. To kick off the conference, our first speaker
session focused on the curb space. We first heard from
Chris Iverson and Daniel Lai on the City of Bellevue’s
efforts in curbside management and video analytics.
Along 106th Ave NE, between NE 4th St and NE 8th St, the
City recently conducted a pilot project where they tested
three technologies, the UW MUST II, Clevercity, and
Automotus, systems that aimed to accurately measure
curb occupancy by time-of-day. The City is currently
performing final observations on the system and hopes to
have a final report documenting its findings in the coming
months. Next, we heard from Mary Catherine Snyder
(SDOT) and Scott Lee (IDAX) about SDOT’s parking
demand management model. Due to the frequent
changing curb uses observed in Seattle, especially with
the COVID-19 pandemic, the previous model was
frequently out of date and unable to keep up with changing
parking demands. This new model utilizes paid
transactional data from parking meters and the
PayByPhone app, instead of the old time-intensive

manual data collection method. This model is then
validated using manual observations, which allows for
updates to the model to be made on an on-going basis, as
opposed to once a year as was done previously.
Our second session was all about Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS). We first heard from Eric
Shimizu (DKS), who discussed some of the emerging
trends in Electric Vehicles (EV). He provided an overview
of EV charging infrastructure, as well as the vehicle form
factors that are increasingly becoming electrified, such as
SUVs and pickup trucks. Next, we heard from Jeff Doyle
(Milestone Solutions), who presented on recent Road
Usage Charge (RUC) pilot projects. Compared to
traditional gas taxes, RUC is more analogous to how we
pay for electricity. Participants record their vehicle
mileage, whether it be from a smartphone app, odometer
reading, or a device plugged into the vehicle, and pay per
the mile. With vehicles becoming increasingly fuel
efficient, and Washington state expected to reach 35 MPG
by 2035, the revenues that will be collected from gas taxes
alone are expected to decrease by 45%. Finally, we heard
from Jason Cambridge (SDOT), who discussed SDOT’s
data strategy. Primarily, he highlighted SDOT’s Mobility as
a Service, which is divided into three tasks: SDOT’s ITS
data strategy, data/API standards and definitions, and
data integration, ingestion, and public data portal
development.
On our second day, we heard from Scott Kuznicki (ACES
Northwest Network), who presented on travel trends in the
Puget Sound area as it relates to automated, connected,
electric, and shared vehicles. Notably since the COVID-19
pandemic, highway traffic initially dropped, but has
steadily increased and is now approaching pre-pandemic
levels. Conversely though, public transit ridership has still
remained low and is approximately half of pre-pandemic
levels. Next, Dr. Laura Schewel (StreetLight Data)
presented an overview of StreetLight Data, which
aggregates data from devices with location-based
services. However, given that ownership of these types of
devices is disproportionate across racial groups,
StreetLight Data has been applying big data to make their
sample more representative. Techniques that they have
employed include adjustments for population and
normalizing based on other sources of data each month.
For our final speaker session, we heard from Dr. Rhonda
Young (Gonzaga University) and Ira Winkler (Skyline
Technology Solutions). Dr. Young presented on the recent
connected vehicle pilot, which was funded by the USDOT.
This pilot project involved approximately 400 miles of the
I-80 corridor in Wyoming, between Utah and Nebraska. In

continued pg 11

www.wa-ite.org
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William Popp Associates
Transportation Planners & Engineers

35 YEARS OF PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS
TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS
Multimodal Transportation Planning
Traffic Impact Studies • Traffic Engineering
Parking Studies • Roadway Design
Signals & Street Lighting
425-401-1030
info@wmpoppassoc.com

www.wa-ite.org

14400 Bel-Red Rd., Suite 206
Bellevue, WA 98007
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scribe's message
addition to the existing variable speed limit signs, traffic
sensors, electronic messaging signs, weather stations,
and cameras already installed, this pilot project deployed
75 roadside Dedicated Short-Range Communications
(DSRC)
units
for
Vehicle-to-Infrastructure
communications. One of the main purposes of this project
was to provide weather alerts to drivers using the Pikalert
system, which was developed with the National Center for
Atmospheric Research to process connected vehicle data.
Lastly, Ira presented on cybersecurity as it relates to the
transportation industry. With increasing cyberattacks
targeting public agencies, it is more important than ever for
the communication networks and software systems in our
industry to be adequately secured. Ira recommends that a
cyclical approach be taken, starting with a gap analysis of
the existing cybersecurity program/policy, analyzing
vulnerabilities and steps needed to fortify security,
developing policies to manage risk, adopting and
implementing new standards and best practices, and
conducting on-going monitoring and evaluation of the
cybersecurity program.
Overall, our first ever multi-day virtual ITE/IMSA Joint
There were too many participants to capture, but here are just some Conference was a resounding success. Although we
of the smiling faces from this year’s ITE/IMSA Joint Conference. weren’t able to mingle in person and look at the vendor
exhibits, attendees were still able to learn about the latest developments in our industry.

yesteryears

Name This Intersection...
Hints
The year: 1940
The City: Seattle
Need More Help?
Think Elephants

Source: https://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/exhibits-and-education/online-exhibits/a-city-at-work/transportation

www.wa-ite.org

11

ite washington support advertisers

You not only need data fast,

YOU NEED IT TO BE RIGHT.
A trusted industry leader in developing an array
of tailored data collection solutions.

Contact us at:
303.216.2439
alltrafficdata.net

www.wa-ite.org
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podcast
ITE Talks Transportation is a collaboration between ITE and Bernie Wagenblast, founder and editor of the
Transportation Communication Newsletter and host of Transportation Radio. Each month, a new podcast features a
thought leader within the transportation industry. In keeping with #transportationtuesday, a new episode will be
available the 4th Tuesday of every month.

Transforming Transportation with Big Data with Bryan Mistele
Working with a new administration, and more with Jim Tymon
Complete Streets in a Pandemic and Beyond with Jennifer Toole

careers
Professional Transportation Careers
Job Postings
Washington State Local Technical Assistance
Program (LTAP)

Associate Traffic Engineer- City of Sammamish
Senior ITS Engineer/System EngineerADVANTAC Seattle

Training for Local Agencies
The Washington State Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) is a
partnership between WSDOT's Local Program Division and FHWA, providing
training opportunities and a coordinated technology transfer program for
local agencies in Washington State. LTAP offers courses directly targeting the
training needs of local agencies receiving Federal funding. All in person
sessions are cancelled due to COVID19, but there are plenty of online
opprotunities to take advantage of.
Types of Training for Local Agencies:
LTAP Classes/Webinars

Traffic Design Engineer- Transportation Engineer 3

Visit www.wa-ite.org for current job postings.
Submit new postings to:
Sherief Elbassuoni, PhD, PE, PTOE

Training by Our Partners
This is a listing of other programs and training offerings through WSDOT and
LTAP Partners.
Online Training
Links to many online training courses, including construction and material
testing.
Free Access to AASHTO-TC3 Training (American Assoc. of State Hwy &
Transportation Officials - Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council)
GIS Training Opportunities -New Mexico LTAP
National Highway Institute (NHI): Web-Based Training - Free
For more information:
Contact the LTAP Training Center : 360-705-7355 :
LTAPtraining@wsdot.wa.gov

www.wa-ite.org

-END-

Web Master
Senior Project Engineer
HNTB - Bellevue, Washington

selbassuoni@hntb.com or
itewashington@gmail.com
Postings should include company, position, brief description of
responsibilities, requirements, contact information and posting
timeframe.
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