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president's message

Dear ITE members,
The rainbow at the end of the Pandemic
We are approaching the other side of this Pandemic. Gathering in person for our annual International ITE
meeting will have to wait one more year, yet I know many of us look forward to gathering again in person.
We are not unchanged. We have lost friends and loved ones, kids have lost significant learning time,
WASHINGTON BOARD OF DIRECTION
businesses and workers have been impacted, and transportation has been disrupted dramatically. Our
industry has wasted no time digging into the data. Home deliveries increased substantially. Transit
ridership fell and is slow to recover. Speeding and traffic-related fatalities both increased. And while peak
congestion has not quite returned, vehicle miles of travel (VMT) is close to pre-pandemic levels. As
transportation practitioners, we can comb through this once-in-a-century disruption to find the valuable
practices we might want to continue. Will we keep the conversions of parking spaces for “streeteries” or
neighborhood streets for active transport? Will home deliveries remain robust? Will we continue to zoom
or return to traditional workspaces or some combination of the two? Will we come through this year with
a greater understanding of how our industry and transport systems affect and impact different
communities? Can our industry be an agent of change toward climate resiliency and a more equitable and
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I am looking forward to our (virtual) half-day Washington Section annual conference on June 8. We will
be “traveling” to the United Kingdom to visit the INRIX incident response Traffic Management Center,
getting some updated perspective on the use of flashing yellow arrows and permissive lefts, and an update
on policy. We will celebrate achievement awards and host some special guests, including Immediate Past
International President Randy McCourt and our two ITE Western District Secretary/Treasurer candidates
Justin Link and Doug Smith .
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Before everyone heads off to real vacations and real hugs with family, we will have one last technical
training session on the new Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) guidance on June 17, thanks to our
SimCap chair, Brian Kellogg. We will end our “academic” year with the annual Terry Gibson Golf outing on
June 23 at the Legion Memorial golf course in Everett, thanks to Golf Tournament co-chairs Mark Poch and
Darcy Akers. We look forward to seeing you at these events. If you are interested in supporting our WA
State Section, there is always room for new volunteers. Contact us: ITEWashington@gmail.com.
Have a wonderful summer. Your ITE Washington Section President,

Jeanne Acutanza
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UAS Applications in
Transportation

dddd

Friday, June 18, 2021
11:00am - 12:00pm PDT
Registration Link: https://washington.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hixlmGTsTQ6acgHEKo01jg
Uncrewed Aircraft Systems (UAS) are a powerful and increasingly-prevalent tool used by transportation agencies.
Some of the primary applications of UAS include bridge inspection, traffic network monitoring, construction site
monitoring, surveying and mapping, and landslide site monitoring. UAS enable safe and efficient acquisition of
imagery, which can be analyzed visually and/or post-processed to generate high-resolution geospatial data
products, such as orthomosaics and 3D point clouds. Additionally, UAS can be equipped with other sensors, such
as lidar. However, there are also a number of challenges to enterprise-scale implementation of UAS, ranging from
establishing pilot qualification procedures, to developing operational protocols and supporting the IT infrastructure
needed manage huge volumes of data. Additional challenges relate to development and testing of algorithms
and workflows for efficient auto-extraction of information from the data acquired by UAS. Through a series of
eight research projects spanning seven years, researchers at Oregon State University have investigated UAS for the
transportation applications listed above. UAS equipped with cameras and lidar systems have been used to acquire
data, and numerous processing and analysis workflows have been tested. This presentation will cover the results
of these studies, lessons learned, and recommendations for operational use of UAS by transportation agencies. We
will conclude with a look ahead at anticipated developments in this rapidly-evolving technology.

Presenter

Christopher Parrish
Associate Professor,
Civil and Construction
Engineering,
Oregon State University

www.wa-ite.org

Dr. Christopher Parrish’s research focuses on uncrewed aircraft systems (UAS), lidar,
structure from motion (SfM) photogrammetry, hyperspectral imagery and other
emerging technologies for rapid acquisition of geospatial data. Chris has served as
Principal Investigator (PI) for UAS-related research projects sponsored by PacTrans, ODOT,
FHWA, and NOAA. In 2018, Chris chaired the PacTrans-sponsored UAS in Transportation
Research to Operations Expo. Chris holds a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering with an emphasis
in Geospatial Information Engineering from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and an
M.S. in Civil and Coastal Engineering with an emphasis in Geomatics from the University
of Florida. He is President-Elect of the American Society for Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing (ASPRS), Director of OregonView, and Coastal Processes Lead for the
NASA Surface Topography and Vegetation (STV) Incubation Study. Prior to joining OSU,
Chris worked for NOAA, serving in multiple positions including as a junior officer on a
hydrographic survey ship, geodetic liaison officer in the National Geodetic Survey (NGS),
and lead physical scientist in NGS’s Remote Sensing Division.

3

vice president's message

Transportation Trivia Night Recap
The annual transportation trivia night was a held virtually this March, which marks one year of virtual
events. Although we wish it could have been in person, we used the breakout rooms after each round
so teams could discuss their answers secretly. Darcy Akers provided a range of transportation
related trivia that ranged from bridges to design questions to famous roads.
Darcy Akers, PE We had 4 teams of 5 people each battling for first place. Competition was fierce but our champions
Vice President
ITS Engineer, City of Bellevue
were Tulsi Chudgar, Brian Chandler, Kara Todd, Tara Olsen and Arianne Mizuta with an impressive
Bellevue, Washington
23 out of 25 correct. Thank you to everyone who participated!
Thank you to SeaTac Lighting and Controls for sponsoring the prizes for the winning team!

Want to test your trivia skills? Here is one round of questions:
1.

What is the manual developed by students collecting counts of vehicles at different destinations?

2.

What are the three types of signs in the MUTCD?

3.

What does MPO stand for?

4.

What organization publishes the urban street design guide?

5.

What does TSMO stand for?

Darcy Akers
Vice President 2021

safety corner
The Traffic Safety Committee is pleased to participate in the upcoming Washington
State Section Annual Meeting on June 8. For this years program we thought it would
be valuable to Section members to learn more about the Road Safety Plans required
by WSDOT Local Programs to receive HSIP funds. This requirement has been in
place for many years now, and there should be an understanding of issues facing the
various agencies efforts to complete these plans. To address these issues, we are
offering a panel of three persons, Matthew Enders, Manager of Local Programs,
Deborah LaCombe, Senior Planner, HLA who has prepared these plans for many
smaller agencies, and Dr. Laura Schewel, CEO of StreetLight Data who will
demonstrate ways to assist in the development of the data. Robert Shull, eRMSi will
be the moderator of this session. Look forward to seeing you on the 8th.

Gary Norris
www.wa-ite.org

Gary Norris, P.E., P.T.O.E
Safety Chair

DN Traffic Consultants
Project Manager/Senior Traffic
Engineer

Bellevue, Washington
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Gibson Classic #33
Legion Memorial Golf Course – Everett, WA
Wednesday June 23rd, 2021, 8am 1st tee time
$80/player ($320 team of 4)
Mark Poch and Darcy Akers – Tournament Chairs
We hope you can join us for the 33rd edition of our beloved Gibson Classic. We will have a new format this year
where instead of a shotgun start, we will all start on hole #1 with successive tee times starting at 8am. This will
help address continuing concerns regarding the pandemic and changes that come with it.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!! IDAX Data Solutions, Advanced Traffic
Products, All Traffic Data, Western Systems, Prime Electric, SeaTac Lighting &
Controls, and Zumar.
A tradition since 1933, Legion Memorial is a wonderfully maintained City of Everett course with a player friendly yet
challenging design in a tranquil forest setting. Remodeled in both 1998 and 2019, the course offers spectacular views
of the Olympics, Cascades, Mount Baker, Puget Sound, and the Snohomish River. Please leave yourself plenty of
time to get to the course. For more information on Legion Memorial and to get directions, visit their WEBSITE.
Once finished with your round, your team will proceed to the golf course café for lunch with a chance to redeem drink
tickets and catch up with fellow golfers (observing physical distancing practices in place at the time). Team and
competition prizes will be mailed, and your raffle will occur right when you finish, so there is no need for you to hang
around after you finish lunch unless you’d like to. If you have any questions at all, please contact Mark Poch or Darcy
Akers.
Our first tee time will be at 8am, with groups teeing off every 8 minutes in succession. Please indicate tee time
preference when you register – your final tee time will be emailed before the event. Arrive at least a half hour before
your tee time to register and warm up – and note Legion does not have a range but does have an excellent practice
area and hitting nets. Registration for this event will be only $80 per person (due June 11th), and will include power
cart, competition prizes, raffle, drink tickets, and lunch after the round. So be sure to be a part of our famous day of
golf, food, and fun!
Online Payment! Register and pay either individually or for a team at: HERE
Payment by check still accepted – please mail payment and registration form to Darcy Akers (see next page from more
details). If you are not able to pay by the date above, please make arrangements with Darcy.
www.wa-ite.org
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ITE Terry Gibson Golf Classic
Mark Poch and Darcy Akers – Tournament Chairs

Mail-In Registration Form
Legion Memorial Golf Course – Everett, WA
Wednesday June 23rd, 2021 – 8am 1st tee time
Team Name/Firm/Agency

_________________________________________________

Names & emails for you and any other players in your group:
________________________________
_______________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Tee time preference: 8am to 8:30am____ 8:30am to 9am ___ 9am to 9:30am___ 9:30am to 10:00am___
_______ Check enclosed for myself/others ($80 per person)
_______ Check enclosed for entire 4-person team ($320)
(Payment deadline is Friday June 11th, make check to “ITE Washington Section”)
Teams – The Executive Board has requested that 2 or more team players be ITE members and/or registered
for the June Annual Mtg, call Darcy for exceptions – thanks!
Cost - $80 per person, $320 per team. Includes golf, power cart, drink tickets, prizes, and lunch after the
round.
Sponsors - We need you! Please contact Darcy Akers (dakers@bellevuewa.gov, 425.452.6140) about
sponsoring this year’s Gibson Classic!
Format – Popular “Scramble” format, each player hits/putts best ball from tee to green.
Awards – Traveling trophy to team with low score. Team awards and competition holes. Lots of great raffle
prizes!!
Defending Champions – All Traffic Data

Please mail registration form/payment to:
ITE Washington
PO Box 721
Mercer Island, WA 98049

www.wa-ite.org
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ite washington support advertisers

Advertise. Support your ITE Washington
Section of Transportation Professionals

www.wa-ite.org
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campaign spotlight
Check out the 2021 canidates for Western District ITE Secretary/Treasurer.

EDITORIAL STAFF
ITE Newsletter Editor
Elena Bertolucci
Spec Sales
Sea-Tac Lighting & Controls
Seattle, Washington

Newsletter Contact Information
Please let us know if your contact
information changes so that you
continue to receive monthly ITE WA
announcements and newsletters by
email. To update your information, click
on the Membership tab on the our
website: www.wa-ite.org

Send comments and submissions to
itewaeditor@gmail.com
Articles must be received by the third
Thursday of the month to be considered
for publishing in the next issue.

Annual Advertising Rates

Justin Link, PE, TE
for
Western District
Secretary-Treasurer
justin4ite.com
. . . no other organization has provided the level of community that ITE
has for me and so many others.
It is for this reason that I hope to bring that community, and community ownership built on participation and
transparency, to more people. We can create community and ownership through:
•

business card ad

$75

quarter page ad

$100

half page ad

$250

full page ad

$500

Newsletter Advertising
Ads run from September through May.
The cost of ads submitted during the
year will be prorated after December
31st.
Online Payments:
itewa_newsletter_ads.eventbrite.com
Send AD graphics in jpg, pdf or tif file
format
email: itewaeditor@gmail.com

Opportunities for inclusive and economical participation at Annual Meetings with virtual sessions and tours at
all future annual meetings

•

Support for Sections and Chapters for hosting combined in-person and virtual meetings going forward

•

Transparency and openness with virtual Board and Business meetings going forward

WEBSITE
www.wa-ite.org
TWITTER!
@ITE_Washington

www.wa-ite.org
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The finest in intelligent
warning devices for
Washington roadways
Available under DES contract #04616
Traffic Safety Supply Company
800.547.8518 | sales@tssco.com | tssco.com

www.wa-ite.org
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event calendar
2021 ITE Washington Winter/Spring Section Events
Date

Subject

Location

JUNE 8

ITE Washington Annual Meeting

Virtual

JUNE 17

DDI Tech TRaining

Virtual

JUNE 18

PacTrans Webinar (See page 3)

Virtual

JUNE 23

ITE Gibson Classic

Everett, WA

JULY 18-21

Joint ITE International, Mountain, and Western District Annual Meeting

Portland, OR

#ITE2021
Schedule at a glance, HERE

ITE Washington Annual Meeting
Tue, June 8, 2021
9:00 AM – 12:30 PM PDT
Our annual half-day conference includes a tour of the INRIX Incident Response Center in the UK,
technical panel on applications of Flashing Yellow Arrows and Road Safety Audits, honoring award
winners, meet Western ITE Candidates, and our section business updates.
Event is free to Members and Students and $10 for non-members.
If you have any questions please contact: ITEWashington@gmail.com

Register HERE

Technical Session: Diverging Diamond Interchange
June 17th
11:30AM-1PM
Register HERE
Join us to learn about the most recent update to the Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) Informational Guide, Second
Edition for the National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP). Speakers include authors of the research Tom
Urbanik, and Bastian Schroeder from Kittleson Associates. They will discuss new design and operational analysis
perspectives. WSDOT State Traffic Design Engineer Brian Walsh will join us to provide local perspectives on DDI
development in Washington State.

Join SimCap
ITE Washington is re-launching SimCap – the Simulation and Capacity Analysis User Group. The SimCap User Group is
organized for all persons with any level of interest or experience in traffic simulation, capacity analysis, and related
practice areas.
Interested in joining the user group? Contact our Technical Activities & Training chair Brian Kellogg, WSP directly or
using itewashington@gmail.com

www.wa-ite.org
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ite washington support advertisers

Luminaires, Smart Systems, Controls & Poles
Roadway, Sports, Industrial & Area Lighting Specialist

Leotek Introduces ComfortView™
Now Neighborhoods can be beautifully lit with increased visual
comfort while maintaining safety and energy efficiency.

Purpose-built light engine with optics that provide:
Reduced pixelation
Uniform source luminance
Low contrast transition zone
Three standard color temperatures: 2700K, 3000K, 4000K
Field-adjustable lumen output with integrated output selector

Smart Cell Communication
Poles Standards

SeaTac Lighting & Controls, LLC
15455 53RD AVE S | Tukwila, WA 98188

O: 206.575.6865| www.seataclighting.com

www.wa-ite.org
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scribe's message

ITE Student Night
May 11th, 2021

Justin Chan, PE
ITE Scribe

For the second year in a row, our annual May Student Program took place virtually over Zoom. By
now, we’ve had our share of remote events and meetings, but it looks like we are finally about to
see the light at the end of the tunnel with more and more people being vaccinated. Although we
haven’t been able to meet in person for well over a year now, ITE WA continues to try and put on
informative and engaging events for our members to participate in.

Transportation Engineer
Transpo Group
Kirkland, Washington

This year, we had the pleasure of awarding four scholarships, with all recipients coming from the
University of Washington. Congratulations to the Graduate Student Scholarship recipients Cole
Kopka and Gabriela Giron. Congratulations to the Undergraduate Student Scholarship recipents
Iman Haji and Peter Yu.
For our keynote speaker, Don Samdahl, PE, PTP, a Principal at Fehr & Peers and Past President of ITE WA, presented
on how his career path has evolved over his years in the transportation industry. Having began his career as a civil
engineer by training, Don found his experiences leading him on a path that also involved facets of transportation
planning. He shared with us some of the insights he has gained over his career, including the importance of
professional and personal satisfaction, as well as what he views as some keys to success. In particular, he stressed
that while it is important to be a well-rounded individual with a diverse range of skills, it is equally as important to have
a specialty that helps set you apart.
To cap off the evening, the event ended with a friendly competition. Participants were challenged to come up with
potential modifications to W Marginal Way SW in Seattle, near the vicinity of the Duwamish Longhouse and Cultural
Center and Hering’s House Park. Using the Streetmix.net tool, teams were able to discuss ideas in breakout rooms
and see their ideas visually represented on the screen. With several real-world constraints, such as limited right-ofway, nearby railroad crossings, and the need to accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists, it was certainly interesting
to see the creative juices flowing. Some of the ideas that teams came up with included dedicated cycle tracks, shareduse pathways, transit facilities, and bus/freight-only lanes.

www.wa-ite.org
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ite washington support advertisers

William Popp Associates
Transportation Planners & Engineers

35 YEARS OF PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS
TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS
Multimodal Transportation Planning
Traffic Impact Studies • Traffic Engineering
Parking Studies • Roadway Design
Signals & Street Lighting
425-401-1030
info@wmpoppassoc.com

www.wa-ite.org

14400 Bel-Red Rd., Suite 206
Bellevue, WA 98007
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ite washington support advertisers

You not only need data fast,

YOU NEED IT TO BE RIGHT.
A trusted industry leader in developing an array
of tailored data collection solutions.

Contact us at:
303.216.2439
alltrafficdata.net

www.wa-ite.org
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podcast
ITE Talks Transportation is a collaboration between ITE and Bernie Wagenblast, founder and editor of the
Transportation Communication Newsletter and host of Transportation Radio. Each month, a new podcast features a
thought leader within the transportation industry. In keeping with #transportationtuesday, a new episode will be
available the 4th Tuesday of every month.
Ryan Russo, OakDOT Director – Lessons Learned from the Slow Streets Program
2020 Motor Vehicle Fatalities Estimates and COVID-19 Safety with Lorraine Martin,
National Safety Council President and CEO

careers
Professional Transportation Careers
Job Postings
Washington State Local Technical Assistance
Program (LTAP)

Associate Traffic Engineer- City of Sammamish
Senior ITS Engineer/System EngineerADVANTAC Seattle

Training for Local Agencies
The Washington State Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) is a
partnership between WSDOT's Local Program Division and FHWA, providing
training opportunities and a coordinated technology transfer program for
local agencies in Washington State. LTAP offers courses directly targeting the
training needs of local agencies receiving Federal funding. All in person
sessions are cancelled due to COVID19, but there are plenty of online
opprotunities to take advantage of.
Types of Training for Local Agencies:
LTAP Classes/Webinars

Traffic Design Engineer- Transportation Engineer 3

Visit www.wa-ite.org for current job postings.
Submit new postings to:
Sherief Elbassuoni, PhD, PE, PTOE

Training by Our Partners
This is a listing of other programs and training offerings through WSDOT and
LTAP Partners.
Online Training
Links to many online training courses, including construction and material
testing.
Free Access to AASHTO-TC3 Training (American Assoc. of State Hwy &
Transportation Officials - Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council)
GIS Training Opportunities -New Mexico LTAP
National Highway Institute (NHI): Web-Based Training - Free
For more information:
Contact the LTAP Training Center : 360-705-7355 :
LTAPtraining@wsdot.wa.gov

www.wa-ite.org

-END-

Web Master
Senior Project Engineer
HNTB - Bellevue, Washington

selbassuoni@hntb.com or
itewashington@gmail.com
Postings should include company, position, brief description of
responsibilities, requirements, contact information and posting
timeframe.
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